7
October 12, 2011

(b) EXCEPTIONS.—

(1) RESCUE SQUADS AND AMBULANCE
CREWS.—For a member of a rescue squad or
ambulance crew (as defined in section 1204(8)
of title I of the Omnibus Crime Control and
Safe Streets Act of 1968, as amended by this
Act), the amendments made by this Act shall
apply to injuries sustained on or after June
1, 2009.

(2) HEART ATTACKS, STROKES, AND VASCULAR
RUPTURES.—Section 1201(k) of title I of the
Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act
of 1968, as amended by this Act, shall apply
to heart attacks, strokes, and vascular rup-
tures sustained on or after December 15, 2003.

(3) CANDIDATE-OFFICERS.—For a candidate-
officer (as defined in section 1204(1) of the
title I of the Omnibus Crime Control and
Safe Streets Act of 1968, as amended by this
Act), the amendments made by this Act shall
apply to injuries sustained on or after the
date of enactment of this Act.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 291—RECOG-
NIZING THE RELIGIOUS AND HIS-
TORICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE
FESTIVAL OF DIWALI

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.
CORNYN, and Mr. WARNER) submitted
the following resolution, which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary:
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Whereas Diwali, a festival of great signifi-
cance to Indian Americans and South Asian
Americans, is celebrated annually by Hindus,
Sikhs, and Jains throughout India, the
United States, and the world;

Whereas Diwali is a festival of lights, dur-
ing which celebrants light small oil lamps,
place the lamps around the home, and pray
for health, knowledge, peace, wealth, and
prosperity in the new year;

Whereas the lights symbolize the light of
knowledge within the individual that over-
whelms the darkness of ignorance, empow-
ering each celebrant to do good deeds and
show compassion to others;

Whereas Diwali falls on the last day of the
last month in the lunar calendar and is cele-
brated as a day of thanksgiving for the
homecoming of the Lord Rama and worship
of Lord Ganesha, the remover of obstacles
and bestower of blessings, at the beginning
of the new year for many Hindus;

Whereas for Sikhs, Diwali is celebrated as
Bandhi Chhor Diwas (The Celebration of
Freedom), in honor of the release from pris-
on of the sixth guru, Guru Hargobind; and

Whereas for Jains, Diwali marks the anni-
versary of the attainment of moksha, or lib-
eration, by Mahavira, the last of the
Tirthankaras (the great teachers of Jain
dharma), at the end of his life in 527 B.C.:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the religious and historical
significance of the festival of Diwali; and

(2) in observance of Diwali, the festival of
lights, expresses its deepest respect for In-
dian Americans and South Asian Americans,
as well as fellow countrymen and diaspora
throughout the world on this significant oc-
casion.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 292—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK BEGINNING
OCTOBER 16, 2011, AS ‘“NATIONAL
CHARACTER COUNTS WEEK”

Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mr.

ROCKEFELLER, Mr. PRYOR, Mr. ALEX-
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ANDER, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. BROWN of
Ohio, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. ENZI, Mr. LIE-
BERMAN, and Mr. LEVIN) submitted the
following resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:
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Whereas the well-being of the TUnited
States requires that the young people of the
United States become an involved, caring
citizenry of good character;

Whereas the character education of chil-
dren has become more urgent, as violence by
and against youth increasingly threatens the
physical and psychological well-being of the
people of the United States;

Whereas more than ever, children need
strong and constructive guidance from their
families and their communities, including
schools, youth organizations, religious insti-
tutions, and civic groups;

Whereas the character of a nation is only
as strong as the character of its individual
citizens;

Whereas the public good is advanced when
young people are taught the importance of
good character and the positive effects that
good character can have in personal relation-
ships, in school, and in the workplace;

Whereas scholars and educators agree that
people do not automatically develop good
character and that, therefore, conscientious
efforts must be made by institutions and in-
dividuals that influence youth to help young
people develop the essential traits and char-
acteristics that comprise good character;

Whereas although character development
is, first and foremost, an obligation of fami-
lies, the efforts of faith communities,
schools, and youth, civic, and human service
organizations also play an important role in
fostering and promoting good character;

Whereas Congress encourages students,
teachers, parents, youth, and community
leaders to recognize the importance of char-
acter education in preparing young people to
play a role in determining the future of the
United States;

Whereas effective character education is
based on core ethical values, which form the
foundation of a democratic society;

Whereas examples of character are trust-
worthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness,
caring, citizenship, and honesty;

Whereas elements of character transcend
cultural, religious, and socioeconomic dif-
ferences;

Whereas the character and conduct of our
youth reflect the character and conduct of
society, and, therefore, every adult has the
responsibility to teach and model ethical
values and every social institution has the
responsibility to promote the development of
good character;

Whereas Congress encourages individuals
and organizations, especially those that have
an interest in the education and training of
the young people of the United States, to
adopt the elements of character as intrinsic
to the well-being of individuals, commu-
nities, and society;

Whereas many schools in the United States
recognize the need, and have taken steps, to
integrate the values of their communities
into their teaching activities; and

Whereas the establishment of ‘‘National
Character Counts Week”’, during which indi-
viduals, families, schools, youth organiza-
tions, religious institutions, civic groups,
and other organizations focus on character
education, is of great benefit to the United
States: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week beginning October
16, 2011, as ‘‘National Character Counts
Week’’; and

(2) calls upon the people of the United
States and interested groups—
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(A) to embrace the elements of character
identified by local schools and communities,
such as trustworthiness, respect, responsi-
bility, fairness, caring, and citizenship; and

(B) to observe the week with appropriate
ceremonies, programs, and activities.

————

NOTICES OF HEARINGS

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I would
like to announce that the Committee
on Indian Affairs will meet on Thurs-
day, October 13, 2011, at 2:15 p.m. in
Room 628 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building to conduct a hearing entitled
“Carcieri Crisis: The Ripple Effect on
Jobs, Economic Development and Pub-
lic Safety in Indian Country.”

Those wishing additional information
may contact the Indian Affairs Com-
mittee at (202) 224-2251.

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I would
like to announce that the Committee
on Indian Affairs will meet on Thurs-
day, October 20, 2011, at 2:15 p.m. in
Room 628 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building to conduct a meeting on S.
1262, the Native Culture, Language, and
Access for Success in Schools Act to be
followed immediately by a hearing on
the following bills: S. 134, Mescalero
Apache Tribe Leasing Authorization
Act; S. 399, Blackfeet Water Rights
Settlement Act of 2011; S. 1327, A bill
to amend the Act of March 1, 1933, to
transfer certain authority and re-
sources to the Utah Dineh Corporation,
and for other purposes; and S. 1345,
Spokane Tribe of Indians of the Spo-
kane Reservation Grand Coulee Dam
Equitable Compensation Settlement
Act.

Those wishing additional information
may contact the Indian Affairs Com-
mittee at (202) 224-2251.

————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION
Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on Oc-
tober 12, 2011, at 2:30 p.m. in room 253 of
the Russell Senate Office Building. The
Committee will hold a hearing enti-
tled, ‘‘Universal Service Reform—
Bringing Broadband to All Americans.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on October 12, 2011, at 2:15 p.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
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